


Withington Parish Council
Minutes

Meeting held on Wednesday 19th July 2017 at 7.30pm in the Parish Room

Present: Councillors Phil Heath (Chairman), Neil Maxwell, Lesley Stone, Martin Timmis, Alan Williams, Denise Roscoe (Clerk), Shropshire Councillor Lezley Picton and 9 members of the public.

15/2017	Welcome: Cllr Heath welcomed everyone

16/2017	Apologies
Apologies were received from Mathew Mead (SC Community Enablement Officer), Wayne Thomas, Helen Thomas, Jon Scutt, Brenda Marshall, Tom Taylor and Brian Smith

17/2017	Declaration of Interest
The following declaration was received regarding the Footpaths Map: Cllr Stone disclosed a pecuniary interest as the owner of land on which one of the footpaths crosses.  The Chairman explained that Cllr Stone did not need to leave the meeting as there would be no discussion about the footpath map.

18/2017	Approval of the Minutes of 15th March 2017
Resolved: to accept the minutes as a correct record.  They were signed by the Chairman.

19/2017	Introduction to Councillor Lezley Picton
Lezley was elected in May as the Shropshire Councillor for the Tern Ward and was given a cabinet position and made the Portfolio Holder for Culture and Leisure.  She was born in Portsmouth and has mainly lived in rural areas since her home now being in Berrington.  Lezley retired from her post as a local government officer in 2011 and is now serving as a fulltime politician.  She offered her support to all constituents in her area and asked for them to feel free to contact her either directly or through the Parish Council.  

20/2017	Public Forum
An expression of disappointment has been received regarding the 2 events held over the weekend 13/14 May 2017 that disrupted the roads around Withington.  It was a shame that parishioners had not been informed that they were taking place as particularly on the Saturday the road from Rodington Heath towards Upton Magna was, for walkers and horse riders, virtually impossible to use.  Action: Clerk to ask for advance notification in the future from the two organisers of the cycle club and wood turners events.

Brian Smith would like to raise funds for a defibrillator for the village by organising a vintage vehicle drive around the Wrekin ending with a display of the vehicles on the village green.  This would be sometime in September this year.  Brian would appreciate any offers of help particularly with teas.  Cllr Williams explained that there cannot be an admission charge for entry to the field but voluntary donations could be made.  Brian has asked for the Council’s suggestion on where to site the defibrillator.  It was agreed that there were a few issues that would need to be addressed and that they would be put on the agenda for the September meeting.  Action: Cllr Timmis to research the options.  Clerk to contact Uffington Clerk for more information as she has purchased a few recently.  Clerk to contact Village Green Chairman

Shirley Davies asked if the willows around Peter’s memorial, on the village green, could be cut back as he is getting smothered and he wouldn’t like that.  Also, the hedge on the path side of the entrance to the field from the Hare and Hounds has become overgrown and is restricting the use of the path.  Action: Clerk to contact Chairman of Village Green Committee.

21/2017	Action Updates from Previous Meeting
Rural Vulnerability Service – Fuel Poverty 
Shropshire Council isn’t directly linked to the above initiatives, but does have links to a scheme to help people in fuel poverty called “HeatSavers”.  Action: Clerk to display leaflet for HeatSavers on notice board and website.  

22/2017	Finance Report
Cllr Williams (RFO) presented the Finance Report
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Payments approved at the meeting: 
All payments made since 10/05/2017 from both accounts.
£257.60: Zurich Insurance for Parish Council.
£233.59: Clerks Salary, basic payment for April to June.  Not subject to Tax or NI

Payment to be made: 
£12.00: Room hire for 19/07/2017 meeting.

23/2017	Planning
Awaiting decision on the Poultry Sheds, Rea Farm – Further investigation into an objection from the Canal and River Trust and possible scheduled monuments.



[bookmark: _GoBack]24/2017	Roads & Rights of Way
Road Names: To establish a definitive map with road names to aid delivery and emergency services.  Shropshire Council have advised that adding new road names is not a straightforward process and wold involve a full consultation with all residents affected and they do not have the capacity to do this for us.
It was pointed out by the Chairman that the “Register of Electors” has road names on it which are not recorded on maps of Withington.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would conduct their own consultation.  Action: Stuart Jones & Clerk to administer.

Footpaths Map: To provide the correct map of footpaths for display in the village.  We are waiting for a response from one of the land owners.

HGV’s: Thanks to Joe Ford for liaising with CJ Wild Bird Foods regarding the HGV’s particularly in Stuart Jones’ absence.

Concerns were raised regarding the large agricultural vehicles travelling through the village and affect they may have on the bridges in the village.  Another concern is they additional entrances/exits that have been created onto the fields from the highway.  Action: Clerk to raise with Shropshire Council.

25/2017	Village Green Committee – update
The Church Summer Fete on 17th June raised £1,095.25.  Continued maintenance of the green.
The next Committee meeting is on Wednesday 30th August at 8.00pm in the Hare & Hounds
Everyone is welcome to attend.

26/2017	Correspondence: none to report

27/2017	Reports on Meetings: none to report

28/2017	Forthcoming Meetings
Request to alter the date of the 2018 Annual Village Meeting, Parish Council AGM and Village Green AGM from 16th May to 2nd May.  Agreed by Council.  Action: Clerk to liaise with Village Green Committee.  The date will be confirmed at the next Council meeting.

29/2017	Date of Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Wednesday 13th September 2017 at 7.30pm in the Parish Room.




Minutes confirmed as correct 13th September 2017 _______________________
Chairman
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Brought Forward from 10/05/2017 £3,900.53 Brought Forward from 10/05/2017 £2,999.08

Receipts since 10/05/2017 £0.00 Receipts since 10/05/2017 £282.00

None Friends of the Green (2017/18) £282.00

Payments Approved - 10/05/2017 £141.98 Payments Approved - 10/05/2017 £0.00

Room Hire (10/05) £12.00 None £0.00

K. Maloney - Internal Audit Fee £25.00

SALC (Local Councils Explained) £19.99

M. Timmis (External Hard Drive) £84.99

Payments made since 10/05/2017 for approval £491.19 Payments made since 10/05/2017 for approval

Zurich Insurance £257.60 None

D. Roscoe (Clerk's Salary - Jun-17) £233.59

Balance Carried Forward to 19/07/2017 £3,267.36 Balance Carried Forward to 19/07/2017 £3,281.08

Payments for approval - 19/07/2017 Payments for approval - 19/07/2017

Room Hire (19/07) £12.00 None

Authorisation to pay the following if within budget amount:  Authorisation to pay the following if within budget amount: 

Payroll Services Lawn Mower Maintenance

Electoral Fees - if applicable Village Green Maintenance

Lawn Mower Insurance

WITHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council Village Green

As at 19th July, 2017

FINANCIAL STATEMENT


