


Withington Parish Council
Minutes

Meeting held on Wednesday 13th September 2017
at 7.30pm in the Parish Room

Present: Councillors Phil Heath (Chairman), Neil Maxwell, Lesley Stone, Martin Timmis, Alan Williams, Denise Roscoe (Clerk), Mathew Mead (SC Community Enablement Officer) and 5 members of the public.

30/2017	Welcome: Cllr Heath welcomed everyone

31/2017	Apologies
Apologies were received from, Lezley Picton (Shropshire Councillor), Shirley Davies, Derek Hillaby, Bernie Jones, Brenda Marshall, Wayne Thomas and Helen Thomas.

32/2017	Declaration of Interest
The following declaration was received regarding the Footpaths Map: Cllr Stone disclosed a pecuniary interest as the owner of land on which one of the footpaths crosses.  

33/2017	Approval of the Minutes of 15th March 2017
Resolved: to accept the minutes as a correct record.  They were signed by the Chairman.

34/2017	Public Forum
Alan Stone: The Shropshire Council Tree Scheme 2017/18 is now open for anyone wanting to apply for free trees or hedging.  Information about how to apply can be found on the Council’s website. The scheme is offered on a first-come-first-served basis the scheme will close on Friday 24 November.  Please note that the collection date for trees will be Saturday 10 February 2018.  If anyone needs help applying please contact Alan Stone.  Action: Clerk to publish scheme information on the parish website and notice board.

Cllr Stone reported that she had stopped the work to install a gas supply under the public footpath on her private road at the end of Sunnyfields as the excavations may have caused damage to the storm drainage for Woodlands Close.  Cllr Stone stated that a number of permissions need to be sought before work can be undertaken across public footpaths and was raising this matter for information only as she had dealt with it privately.

35/2017	Action Updates from Previous Meeting
Events held in May response.
Cycle Club contacted – No response
Wood Turners – Permission was received from the Local Authority and Police through a Temporary Event Notice.  Neighbours were informed and all concerns about possible disturbance from fireworks were placated it didn’t occur to notify Parish Council.  It was agreed that notification of unusual events would be helpful.  Action: Clerk to contact the archers and horse riders regarding notification of events outside the norm. 

The damaged drains on the road from Sunnyfields to Parks farm first reported at the meeting in January have now been repaired.

36/2017	Finance Report
Cllr Williams (RFO) presented the Finance Report
[image: ]

Payments approved at the meeting: 
All payments made since 19/07/2017 from both accounts.
£33.50: Diane Malley (Payroll – Apr-Sept)
[bookmark: _Hlk493338577]£600.00: British Heart Foundation (Defibrillator)
	£30.00: A Williams (Mower Repair)

Payments to be made: 
£12.00: Room hire for 13/09/2017 meeting.
£233.59: Clerks Salary, basic payment for July to Sept
£144.40: A Williams (Lawn Mower Insurance)

37/2017	Planning
Church Farmhouse – modification to 16/04322/LBC - revised fenestration – No objection.

Poultry Sheds, Rea Farm – Mathew Mead reported Planning were waiting for responses to concerns raised with the applicant such as noise impact, surface and foul water etc.  Once received the application will go to the planning committee for decision.  Justin Stevenson (Balfours) is giving an update at the Upton Magna PC meeting 14/09/17.  Cllr Heath asked for someone to attend.

38/2017 	Raising Funds for Withington Defibrillator
All Around the Wrekin Tractor Run – 24th September 2017.  Brian needs help with running event.  Flyer to all households next few days.
Update - Information received from Uffington PC Clerk re British Heart Foundation (BHF) grant/funding.  The Parish Council has applied and been granted funding from BHF.  This involves paying £600 for this we receive a defibrillator (approved by BHF) and training equipment/dvd’s, on the open market would cost approx. £1,200.  However, this does not include the cabinet or installation costs.  We estimate that we need to raise approximately £1,250.  
£210 has been donated from the harvest auction by Jon Scutt.  Golfers Phil Heath, Jon Scutt and Martin Timmis have pledged their winnings from the Sunday Tournament.  The Boxing Day Shoot may, if agreed, make up any shortfall.

39/2017	Roads & Rights of Way
Road Names: A consultation document will be delivered to all households over the next few days.  We will then approach Shropshire Council.

Footpaths Map: The Chairman explained that Cllr Stone did not need to leave the meeting as a decision about the footpath map has been made.  In view of the responses from landowners and following discussion with Parish Councillors we have concluded that the correct footpath map for Withington is Shropshire Council's definitive map which can be found on their web site.
Action: Clerk to provide information regarding the website and the countryside code on the parish website and noticeboard.  Also to source countryside code signage for the footpaths.

Update large agricultural vehicles effect on bridges and creation of additional entrances/exits from fields to highway.  Bridges - Shropshire Council no response.  Response to field entrances/exits not helpful.  Mathew reported that along with Lezley we look to set up regular meetings between the Parish Clerks in the Tern division, Chris Edwards (SC head of infrastructure and communities) and members of the Highways Team to discuss issues.

Cllr Timmis thinks there is a different contractor this year dealing with the potatoes, who seems to have a more responsible attitude to using the roads.

The Clerk reported there had been two incidents involving the transportation of straw bales.
· 31st August - numerous trees damaged and debris left on the roads causing hazard.
· 6th September – Tractor transporting straw shed part of load on Berrick Wharf to Upton Magna Road.
These were reported to Shropshire Council & told to report to Police.  Reported to Police but Police reluctant to act.  It was agreed with the Police to speak to the contractor responsible for the incident on the 31st August.
Action: Clerk to write to Balfours who represent Sundorne Estate re issues with contractors.

40/2017	Village Green Committee – update
The Village Green Committee minutes for 30 August are displayed on the notice board and parish website.  Cllr Timmis commented on how pleasant the green was looking.
Jon Scutt reported that the vehicle gate to the green needs welding.  Action: Clerk to notify VGC Chairman.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was noted that a lock was need for the vehicle gate.  Action: Cllr Timmis volunteered to purchase a coded lock.  Alan Stone asked if any of the left-over "dust" from the footpath had been used anywhere else as he had noticed the pile had gone down.  Cllr Heath stated that none was known to have been used
The next Committee meeting is on Wednesday 25th October 2017 at 8.00pm in the Hare & Hounds
Everyone is welcome to attend.

41/2017	Correspondence: 
Shropshire Council Community Enablement Team letter offering more support to Parish Council’s on a commercial basis such as one-off projects etc.  Action: Clerk to file for future reference.

42/2017	Reports on Meetings: none to report

43/2017	Forthcoming Meetings
Confirmation of change to meeting date: The AGM meetings 2nd May 2018

Clerk – SALC meeting 18th October - Code of Conduct Information
             Training 20th October - Clerks Year (what to do and when).  Approval given.

44/2017	Date of Next Parish Council Meeting
The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Wednesday 15th November 2017 at 7.30pm in the Parish Room.


Minutes confirmed as correct 15th November 2017 _______________________
Chairman
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Brought Forward from 19/07/2017 £3,267.36 Brought Forward from 19/07/2017 £3,281.08

Receipts since 19/07/2017 £64.14 Receipts since 19/07/2017 £239.49

VAT Refund £64.14 Friends of the Green (2017/18) £132.00

VAT Refund £107.49

Payments Approved - 19/07/2017 £12.00 Payments Approved - 19/07/2017 £0.00

Room Hire (19/07) £12.00 None £0.00

Payments made since 19/07/2017 for approval £633.50 Payments made since 19/07/2017 for approval £30.00

Diane Malley (Payroll - Apr-Sept) £33.50 A. Williams (Mower Repair) £30.00

British Heart Foundation (Defibrillator) £600.00

Balance Carried Forward to 13/09/2017 £2,686.00 Balance Carried Forward to 13/09/2017 £3,490.57

Payments for approval - 13/09/2017 Payments for approval - 13/09/2017

Room Hire (13/09) £12.00 A. Williams (Lawn Mower Insurance) 144.40

D. Roscoe (Clerk's Salary Sept-17) £233.59

Authorisation to pay the following if within budget amount:  Authorisation to pay the following if within budget amount: 

Payroll Services Lawn Mower Maintenance

CPRE Membership Village Green Maintenance

WITHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council Village Green

As at 13th September, 2017

FINANCIAL STATEMENT


