


Withington Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 15th January 2020
at 7.30pm in the Parish Room

Minutes

63/2019	Present:
Councillors Phil Heath (Chair) Neil Maxwell, Lesley Stone, Martin Timmis Alan Williams, Cllr Lezley Picton, Denise Roscoe (Clerk), and 12 members of the public

64/2019	Welcome: The Chairman welcomed everyone

65/2019	Apologies: None

66/2019	Declaration of Interest
Cllr Stone declared an interest during the public forum regarding the flooding in Sunnyfields

67/2019	Approval of the Minutes of 6th November 2019
Resolved to accept the minutes as a correct record.  They were signed by the Chairman

68/2019	Public Forum
The resident of 2/3 Sunnyfields reported that their pond has overflowed and flooded their stables, their garden and the surrounding fields.  Steps have been taken to clear the drains leading into and out of the pond but to no avail.  After further investigation it was found that the drain ducts near to the road at Sunnyside was only functioning at about 25% capacity.  Bearing this in mind it was deduced that there may be a blockage or collapse of the drains crossing the above field from 2/3 Sunnyfields towards Sunnyside. Action Clerk: to write to the landowner asking for assistance.

Cllr Picton reported that Shropshire Council’s budget is at present under consultation.  Councillors are concerned in the reductions to Adult Social Care budget.
Shropshire came 38th in the Country for recycling.

69/2019	Action Updates from Previous Meetings
· Removal of field hedges in Barkers Square
The letter to Longnor Estate is in abeyance until we have the results of Shropshire Council’s Planning Department’s investigation into our complaint.  Despite many requests Planning have not given us an update.  Action Clerk: to email information to Cllr Picton to investigate reasons for Planning not responding.
· Damage to road verges on the Walcot Lees to Rodington Heath road
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Road Signs etc
Action Clerk: to write to Steve Davenport regarding the 2 concerns above.
· Traffic speed warning equipment costs
The cost of a (SID) speed indicator device with data capture and solar powered is £2,900+VAT the same device without data capture is £2,600+VAT a pole would be £150+VAT.  The sign shows MPH limit and “Slow Down”.  Data capture records how many vehicles travelling over MPH.  Not advisable to have sign showing the speed the car is travelling at as some use it to see what speed they can achieve.  We would need to have permission from Shropshire Council for the sign and make sure that we conform to “The Traffic Signs Regulation General Directions 2016.
· Traffic Survey Equipment costs
Bomere Heath PC paid £2,345 hire for traffic survey equipment.  This was for 7 days and 5 locations
Action Clerk: to investigate whether there is speeding and/or survey equipment that can be loaned by Shrophshire Council

70/2019	Roads & Rights of Way
Community Led Concern:
· HGV’s
· Agricultural Contractors Vehicles
· Excessive number of field accesses onto the highway
Thanks to Jason Jordan (Sundorne Estate).  Work has been carried out to block many of the field accesses along the road from Withington to Upton Magna.  This will go along way to containing the spread of mud on the roads.

71/2019	Finance Report
[bookmark: _Hlk2939815]Accounts to date for the Parish Council and the Village Green
[image: ]
Payments Approved at the Meeting for Both Accounts
	All payments made since 06/11/2019
	Payments to be made

	£33.50
	D Malley Inv 752 Payroll
	£12.00
	Room Hire (15/01/20)



Approval of 2020/2021 Budget
Proposed budget for 2020/2021 given to Cllrs prior to meeting for approval.  It was resolved to accept the budget which keeps the precept at £6,000 the same as last year.  Residents will see a small reduction due to the Council Tax taxbase figure altering fractionally.

72/2019	Smartwater Update
To date we have had 69=Yes, 2=No and 28 No replies to the Smartwater letters sent out in November.  Cllrs were given a cost analysis.  It was resolved that 74 kits would be purchased.  Action Clerk: to purchase kits.

72/2019	Planning
The Rea Broiler Sheds, Upton Magna Ref 16/04965/EIA: No Update
Allscott Sugar Beet Factory: No Update

73/2019	Village Green Committee Report
Report from Village Green Chairman: arrangements being made to service the mower.  Looking into the cost of purchasing a bench for the green.  Next committee meeting is Wednesday 5th February.

74/2019	Correspondence Received
Complaint regarding cleaning up after dogs.  A resident of the village is leaving their freshly filled dog poo bags at various locations in the village rather than taking them home for disposal or to a bin
Action Clerk: to put notices on noticeboard, website and send email.

75/2019	Reports on Meetings
Report re: Community and Rural Strategy for Shropshire meeting November 2019
Representatives from Town and parish Council met to discuss a range of themes affecting their area to directly inform Shropshire Council Cabinet.
The main themes were: -
-increasing Health and Social Care needs due to an aging population
-Insufficient public transport
-loss of rural services
-insufficient community transport
-lack of affordable housing
Many pc’s, including Withington, also pointed out the rural journey times and costs, the need for professionals to work out of the county, the divisive nature of school placements policy for families and friends, aging population unable to downsize/retire into their own community due to restrictive planning policies for the countryside, lack of opportunities for the young roads maintenance.
The lack of liaison with other authorities on the borders of the county especially with regard to Education, Health and Social care, Community transport and planning were also of significant concern to affected councils.
However, many councils felt their views were ignored.
Officers will go through the responses and bring forward a consultation document.

76/2019	Forthcoming Meetings: None

77/2019	Date of Next Parish Council Meeting – 	Wednesday 4th March 2020



Minutes confirmed as correct 4th March 2020 _______________________
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Brought Forward from 06/11/2019 £4,023.72 Brought Forward from 06/11/2019 £7,157.85

Receipts since 06/11/2019 £0.00 Receipts since 06/11/2019 £171.00

Friends of the Green (2019/20) £171.00

Payments Approved - 06/11/2019 £531.04 Payments Approved - 06/11/2019 £0.00

Clerk's Salary (Dec 19) £495.04 None

Room Hire (3/7, 11/9, 6/11) £36.00

Payments made since 06/11/2019 for approval £33.50 Payments made since 06/11/2019 for approval £0.00

D Malley Inv 752 (Payroll) £33.50

Balance Carried Forward to 15/01/2020 £3,459.18 Balance Carried Forward to 15/01/2020 £7,328.85

Payments for approval - 15/01/2020 Payments for approval - 15/01/2020

Room Hire (15/01) £12.00 None

Authorisation to pay the following if within budget amount:  Authorisation to pay the following if within budget amount: 

Lawn Mower Maintenance

Hedge Cutting

WITHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council (Incl Defibrillator Funds) Village Green

As at 15 January 2020

FINANCIAL STATEMENT


